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community relationships are co-operative and helpful. In
such a school system the teacher's total energy is not con-
sumed in clerical work, unproductive routine, and a dissipa-
tion of her attention to far too large a number of children.
Beyond the circle of school influence is the third area of
American society viewed as a whole. Conditions existing in
present-day society neutralize the favorable effect of the
smaller circles of influence. In order to assure an adequate
diet, medical service, decent housing and play facilities,
expert guidance when it is most needed,
every one of us privileged to guide growing children must do more
than our immediate tasks. We must steadily devote a certain pro-
portion of our thinking, feeling, and acting to social change. Not
only "What can I, as a person in the situation, do?" but "Why
must these things be?" In this way, and in no other, can the
guidance of youth be raised above opportunistic patchwork.48
As with small children, so also with adolescents, the adult
should try to see the world through their eyes. The social
world must look different to an adolescent than to an adult
who has so much more background of experience for inter-
preting its phenomena. The adolescent world includes the
ideas and behavior patterns that are peculiar to the "gang"
or coterie, but it also includes factors transmitted from the
adult culture. In order to understand an adolescent, there-
fore, it is necessary for the adult to view objectively his
school, his family, and his community setting as the adoles-
cent perceives it.
What is his attitude toward school? Does he go willingly?
Is he enthusiastic and happy, or worried and anxious about
his school work?
What is his attitude toward his home? Does he feel that
his parents are afraid that he will bring disgrace on them,
that they have no confidence in him and slight affection for
him? Does he think he is in duty bound to equal the record
of a more brilliant older brother? Does his father insist
upon his following a specific occupation in spite of the
son's disinclination for it? Does he feel that his parents are
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